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Grading 
Period 

Unit Goals 

1  
UNIT 1a- The Reader/Writer’s Workshop: Finding Your Voice 
 
Essential Questions: 

● How can I read and write for authentic purposes and share my thinking with others? 
● How does sharing thinking help readers understand more?  
● How do authors support ideas and information with evidence in texts? 
● How might the authors’ purpose for writing affect messages of texts?  

 
Student Learning Objectives 

● I can understand the meaning of words, including foreign words, by using print and digital resources and 
context clues. (E3.2A-C) 

● I can self-select a text and read independently for a sustained period of time. (E3.3A) 
● I can establish a purpose for reading a text. (E3.4A) 
● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E3.4F) 
● I can describe personal connections to the text. (E3.5A) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E3.5B-C) 
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UNIT 1b- Rebels and Rhetoric: Chaos vs. Order 

Multi-Genre(Drama, Poetry, Nonfiction, Fiction, Literary Non-Fiction) 
 

Essential Questions: 
● How do readers create connections to make text personally relevant and useful?  
● How does the text relate culturally and historically to other texts, world events, and personal experiences?  
● How do different literary elements shape the plot and setting of a fictional text? 
● How does the author’s use of setting connect to the tone and mood of a piece and enhance the theme of the 

writing? 
● What is the structure, purpose, and form of an analytical essay? 
● How does textual evidence enhance an analytical essay?  

 
Student Learning Objectives 

● I can understand the meaning of words, including foreign words, by using print and digital resources and 
context clues. (E3.2A) 

● I can make and confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genres, and structures. (E3.4C) 
● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E3.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E3.5B-C) 
● I can analyze how the historical, social, and economic context of the setting influences the plot, 

characterization, and theme. (E3.6D) 
 

 
 

 
 
UNIT 2a-Individualism and Identity: Beyond the Imagination  
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2 Multi-Genre(Drama, Poetry, Nonfiction, Fiction, Literary Non-Fiction) 

 
Essential Questions: 

● How do students take the skills learned in fiction analysis and apply them to texts?  
● How do readers continue to make connections to the real world by analyzing and creating written works 

including text analysis? 
● How does the use of figurative language add meaning to their writing?  
● What connections can students make to their own lives through the analysis of themes in multiple literary 

works?  
● How do students communicate accuracy and clarity in a literary analysis?  
● How does the use of literary elements, such as theme, add clarification to different periods of 20th and 21st-

century texts?  
● How do the students relate to the characters and text structures of mythic, traditional, and classical drama 

and apply that to the overall effectiveness of a text?  
 

Student Learning Objectives 
● I can understand the meaning of words, including foreign words, by using print and digital resources and 

context clues. (E3.2A) 
● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E3.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E3.5B-C) 
● I can evaluate how different literary elements shape the author's portrayal of the plot; and (E3.6C) 
● I can analyze relationships among characteristics of poetry, including stanzas, line breaks, speaker, and 

sound devices in poems across a variety of poetic forms;(E3.7B) 
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● I can analyze how the relationships among dramatic elements advance the plot; (E3.7C) 

 

UNIT 2b - Research:  
 
Essential Questions: 

● Why do authors gather information from different sources?  
● Why is it important to represent multiple perspectives on a topic? 
● How do authors use a repertoire of strategies that enable them to vary form, style, and structure? 
● How do authors vary their writing for different purposes, audiences and contexts? 
● How can students better understand themselves and the world around them? 
● How do authors support ideas and information with evidence in texts? 

 
Student Learning Objectives 

● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E3.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E3.5B-C) 
● I can evaluate how different literary elements shape the author's portrayal of the plot; and (E3.6C) 
● I can develop a written response by following the steps of the writing process: plan, develop, revise, edit, 

publish. (E3.9A-E) 
● I can compose a variety of written responses including: fiction, poetry, informational, argumentative, 

correspondence, literary analysis, and rhetorical analysis.  (E3.10A-F) 
● I can develop questions utilizing the research process. (E3.11A-I) 
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3  
UNIT 3-Dreams and Disillusionment: Harsh Reality:  

Multi-Genre(Drama, Poetry, Nonfiction, Fiction, Literary Non-Fiction) 
 
Essential Questions: 

● I can give a formal presentation to communicate ideas effectively. E3.1(C) 
● I can understand the meaning of words, including foreign words, by using print and digital resources and 

context clues. (E3.2A) 
● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E3.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E3.5B-C) 
● I can evaluate the use of text structure to achieve the author's purpose. (E3.8B) 

 
Student Learning Objectives 

● How do authors use strategies to influence the attitudes or actions of others? 
● How does the media influence our perspectives?  
● How do authors use techniques, form, and structure to influence the attitudes or actions of a specific 

audience?  
● How do readers make connections in order to better understand themselves and the world around them by 

reading a variety of texts and genres?  
● How does understanding new words, concepts, and relationships enhance comprehension and oral and 

written communication? 
● How do speakers persuade their audience through well-chosen details and rhetorical devices?  
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4  UNIT 4a: Perseverance and Promise: The Struggle 
Multi-Genre(Drama, Poetry, Nonfiction, Fiction, Literary Non-Fiction) 
 
Essential Questions: 

● I can understand the meaning of words, including foreign words, by using print and digital resources and 
context clues. (E3.2A) 

● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E3.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E3.5B-C) 
● I can evaluate the use of text structure to achieve the author's purpose. (E3.8B) 

 
Student Learning Objectives 

● How and why do authors use literary techniques and elements to heighten interest, appeal to an audience, 
and effectively communicate their message? 

● How do authors use conventions of written language to communicate clearly and effectively?  
● How do authors choose a structure to convey information and enhance understanding? 
● How can readers make connections in order to better understand themselves and the world around them? 
● Why do authors gather information from different sources?  
● How do authors use a repertoire of strategies that enable them to vary form, style, and structure? 
● How do authors vary their writing for different purposes, audiences and contexts? 

 
UNIT 4b - You in the World: College and Career Unit 

Essential Questions: 
● How can students better understand themselves and the world around them? 
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● Where do students see themselves in the future? 
● What is your post-secondary plan? 

 
Student Learning Objectives 

● I can make connections to personal experiences and ideas in other texts and society. (E3.4E) 
● I can synthesize information from a variety of text types to create new understanding. (E3.4H) 
● I can evaluate the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes. (E3.8C) 

 
 

 


